
Cooper...Our Miracle Child 
by Randy Case, RRT 

       As a respiratory therapist at United Regional, I am 
thankful that the Children’s Miracle Network plays a 
big part in providing me with the equipment I need on 
an everyday basis.  More importantly, as a parent, I am 
thankful that CMN donors helped save my child’s life.  
This is our story. 
    After 6 years of unsuccessful and stressful fertility 
treatments, my wife, Cheryl, finally became pregnant. 
Her pregnancy was perfect throughout the first 6 
months, but her blood pressure started to increase 
during the 30th week of her pregnancy.  
 During her 35th week, Cheryl’s blood pressure was 
still increasing and Dr. Godfrey realized that a C-Section 

was immediately needed.  Cooper 
was born on April 19, 2008, 
weighing in at 5 lbs and 6 ounces.  
As expected, he had respiratory 
distress due to his early gestation 
and was placed on NCPAP for 
three days.  His bilirubin levels 
also increased resulting in the 
need for phototherapy for another 

three days.  
 While Cooper was in the intermediate care nursery, 
Cheryl’s blood pressure spiked to extreme highs which 
resulted in the need to transfer her to a PCU monitored 
floor on the 11th Street campus.  This was one of the 
most difficult times for our family.  I had my newborn 
son struggling during the first days of his life in one 
building and my wife on a nitroglycerin drip in a different 
building two blocks away.  
  It was horrible trying to decide where I needed to 
be, but I always had the reassurance that Cheryl and 
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Cooper were being taken care of by the amazing 
PCU and nursery staff.  I also knew the nursery was 
equipped with state-of-the-art equipment purchased 
with donations to the Children’s Miracle Network.  
From the NCPAP machine to the phototherapy lights 
and “giraffe” critical care bed, all the equipment 
Cooper needed was available thanks to generous 
CMN donors.  
 With the addition of the Bridwell Tower, we will have 
access to all areas of care within the same facility – a 
much needed advancement for our United Regional 
patients, families, and staff.  And now, thanks to the 
Children’s Miracle Network and the wonderful staff at 
United Regional, my family is strong and well one year 
later.  Cooper is a healthy 24 pound one-year-old and 
Cheryl has her blood pressure under control. 

Cooper’s father, Randy


